CBAD 402 Reflections on Germany
(a collection of some of the reflections about Germany from trip participants)

“| feel like | am in a maze sometimes [with all the doors on every room closed all the time]. ... | have never felt so out of control in all
my life — no cell phone, no car, thank God | have a computer. | was feeling a little in the rejection phase because everything was
awkward and new.... | am picking up a little bit of German (it’s a good thing)... The presentations are really long and detailed by the
students that they kind of lost my interest.... | am becoming very comfortable around the family. It makes me want to learn
German... [The family] has been so nice to me this week. | am really impressed with their hospitality. As much as | hated being
away from the group for a week, | am glad | got to experience the culture on my own with this family.”

“l got a chance to meet people from Poland, Sweden, Finland, and Germany.

“The little kids that swarmed the place [the youth hostel in St. Goar] made me nuts!”

“It was cool to see different drugs made for different countries [at Boehringer Ingelheim].
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“What impressed me about both the Fachhochschule and the businesses that we visited in Germany is their
environmental friendliness.”

“Our European classmates are wonderful and there is a great mixture of them — Polish, Swedish, Finnish,
German, and us. It was interesting to see them interact with one another.”

“On our visit to Dachau [outside Munich] ...so much sad information...I forced myself to watch the videos....It
is important that people see these atrocities... | think that the whole idea of a concentration camp and all the
atrocities that have happened there, are incomprehensible to our generation...| thought | would be sad after



leaving... but instead | was angry with how weak the human nature is and | was angry that people fail ...to
open their minds and their ears to others’ ideas but instead just concentrate on their own version of truth
imposing it as the ultimate truth for everyone.”

“I really liked riding my bicycle around (Rheinbach). It was very quick and good exercise.”

“It seems to me that the Germans are very orderly and plan things far in advance. They are generally very
efficient. They tend to have fewer work hours... also they don’t mix work and play. They leave on time and
don’t seem to take work home.”

“I loved Bacharach, it was a such a cute and quaint little town, I loved it.”
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