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CCU Coastal Marine and Wetland Studies  
M.S. Theses 

Coastal Carolina University 
  

2005. Yednock, B. Habitat utilization by multiple shark species in a southeastern salt 
marsh estuary.  49 pp. 

2006.  Blair, K. P. Influence of sediment type, salinity, and depth on the distribution of 
bottlenose dolphins, Tursiops truncates, in a South Carolina esturary. 48 pp. 

2006.  Garwood, J.A. Effects of vertical structure on inshore artificial reef fish and 
macroinvertebrate communities. 47pp. 

2006.  Klein-Majors, S. Correlations between the distributions of the Atlantic stingray 
(Dasyatis sabina) and the southern stingray (Dasyatis sabina) to salinity profiles 
in Winyah Bay, South Carolina. 41 pp. 

2006.  Laliberte, L. Plant distribution and diversity across the ecotone between Carolina 
bays and pine savanna on the coastal plain of South Carolina. 56 pp. 

2007.  Zoellner, D.C. Ecological characterization of plant communities in nine Carolina 
bays of northeastern South Carolina. 69 pp. 

2008.  Berben, K. Effects of fire management on herpetofauna of Sandy Island, South 
Carolina. 59 pp. 

2008.  Clelland, R.W. Differences in the energy expenditures of oceanic and estuarine 
bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncates). 40 pp. 

2008.  Dikun, K. Nest-site selection of Wilson’s plovers (Charadius wilsonia) in South 
Carolina. 57 pp. 

2008.  Hillard, R. Prevalance, patterns, and effects of shell damage on Geukensia 
demissa in South Carolina intertidal estuaries. 39 pp.  

2008.  Jackson, J. Response of high marsh benthic invertebrate assemblages to shoreline 
development in Murrells Inlet, South Carolina, USA. 51 pp.  

2008.  Lawrence, M.J. Abundance, richness, and habitat preferences of small mammals 
on Spring Island, South Carolina. 42 pp. 

2008.  Maxwell, M.K. Distribution of neonate atlantic sharpnose sharks, Rhizoprionodon 
terraenovae, in a South Carolina estuary and nearby waters. 39 pp. 

2008.  Marlowe, M. Status and trends of a globally imperiled Atlantic coastal plain 
wetland: links to hydrogeologic setting and conservation. 87 pp. 

2008. McDonough, M.M. Comparison of elasmobranch fauna in two South Carolina 
estuaries differing in their degree of human impact.  44 pp. 

2008.  Trott, E. Competition between Littoraria irrorata (Say) and Melampus bidentatus 
(Say) in the high marsh on Waites Island, South Carolina. 44 pp.  

2008. Scott, T. 2008. Bat species richness and edge habitat use on a coastal island in 
South Carolina. 64 pp. 

2008. Johnston, K. The influence of meteorological and substrate factors upon 
embryonic outcomes of Caretta caretta nests in South Carolina.  59 pp. 

2008. Parson, M.E. Breast coloration and algae consumption in bluegill sunfish. 36 pp. 
2009.   Tosso, E.L. A comparison of herpetofauna assemblages among tropical forest 

fragments and subsistence plantations adjacent to an Ecuadorian Ramsar wetland. 
60 pp. 
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2009.  Kanes, J.L. Micro-metazoan use of Spartina alterniflora stems of different ages. 
30 pp.  

2009. Shappell, L. Examining the ecological effects of prescribed fire on the habitat 
structure of isolated wetlands and longleaf pine uplands at Sandy Island, South 
Carolina. 73 pp. 

2009.  Stevens, J. Relative abundance of filamentous fungi and yeast species in sands of 
low, medium and high-used beaches of Horry County, SC. 44 pp. 

2009.  O’Connell, C. The effects of magnets as an elasmobranch-selective repellent. 76 
pp. 

2009.  Wear, E. Effects of inter-tributary dissolved organic carbon variability on 
heterotrophic microbial communities in Upper Winyah Bay, SC. 170 pp. 

2009.   Jones, C. The contribution of various nekton species to nutrient cycling through 
excretion and bioturbation in an intertidal creek. 45 pp. 

2009.  Zaplatynski, Z. Effects of shoreline development on plant composition and 
physical structure in a South Carolina high marsh. 48 pp.  

2009. Gary, S. Shark population structure and partitioning in Winyah Bay, SC. 65 pp. 
2009. Mull, J. Comparison of surf zone and nearshore nekton communities in Horry 

County, South Carolina. 51 pp. 
2010. Xiques, R.E. The effects of nest thermal stratification on predictive models for 

temperature-dependent sex ratios and survivorship of the leatherback turtle, 
Dermochelys coriacea, in Pacuare Reserve, Costa Rica. 75 pp. 

2010.  Schreer, J. Seasonal residency and movement patterns of blacktip sharks, 
Carcharhinus limtabus, in a South Carolina estuary. 54 pp.  

2010. Savard, M.S. An examination of soil surface temperatures in high marsh plant 
habitats at Waties Island, SC. 87 pp. 

2010.  Howard, M.J. A surficial geologic study of Sandy Island, Georgetown County, 
South Carolina. 79 pp. 

2010. Connelly, R. Colonization by aquatic insect larvae in experimental ponds: 
reproductive decisions based on biotic and abiotic factors. 39 pp. 

2010. Blakeney, S.A. Application of a hydrogeomorphic (HGM) assessment outside the 
designated regional subclass: an estimation of HGM transference for pond cypress 
depressions of South Carolina. 77 pp. 

2010. Marsh, M. Microbial activity and diversity associated with decomposing Spartina 
wrack in coastal ecosystems. 40 pp. 

2010. Rotella, A. Growth and biomass of water hyacinth in a tidal blackwater river 
system, SC. 

2010. King, C. Assessing a Hydrogeomorphic Approach to blackwater riverine wetlands 
Along the Waccamaw River near Conway, SC. 92pp. 

2010.  Fierro, J. Sediment provenance of a shore oblique sand body, Long Bay, SC.58 pp 
2010. Fox, A. Interactions between birds and strand-feeding dolphins (Tursiops 

truncatus) in a South Carolina salt marsh. 96 pp 
2010. Rotella, A. Growth and biomass of water hyacinth in a tidal blackwater river 

system, South Carolina. 59 pp. 
2011.  Penland Bayer, M. Trophic linkages between freshwater tidal impoundments and 

riverine fishes in South Carolina. 66 pp.  
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2011.  Ruppel, W. M. Relationship between macroinvertebrate assemblage structure and 
ecosystem function in two coastal plain blackwater streams. 

2011.  Canton, L. Factors affecting the selection and consumption of oyster reef prey 
(Crassostrea virginica, Geukensia demissa) by mud crabs (Panopeus herbstii). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


