
   

 

 

Lingua Franca 
 

A newsletter of  

the Department of Foreign Languages  

at Coastal Carolina University 

2008-2009 

 
 

 
 

Professor Torres (lower right) and students visit Incan ruins in Ecuador. 

Chinese on a trial basis and will con-

tinue to offer it in 2009-10 in order 

to serve students who have an inter-

est in China.  

In the spring, we offered for the 

first time an intermediate Italian 

class, and the projected enrollments 

for fall 2009 show that there will be 

demand for Italian beyond the 

introductory level. This is welcome 

news to all but especially to our 

friends in the arts and our students 

who are heritage speakers. Our Span-

ish and French minors grew consid-

erably, and the students who come in 

to sign up for those programs men-  

tion the quality of instruction and the  

Study Abroad Programs Flourish  
 

S tudents continue to take full advantage of our study abroad programs to en-

hance their education and their job-hunting transcripts. This past summer we 

had programs in Costa Rica and in Ecuador�² read more on the next page. We 

are planning to add programs in France and in Italy in the coming year, in addi-

tion to continuing our program in Spain. 

 
�&�K�D�L�U�¶�V���*�U�H�H�W�L�Q�J 

 

PEDRO MALIGO  
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Dear alumni and friends of the 

department: 

This was a difficult year for 

us. At the start of the school year 

we lost our colleague Dale 

Collins who passed away at the 

age of 43. The sad and shocking 

reality of his sudden death re-

mains with us to this day. Dale 

was a great person and an es-

teemed instructor in the depart-

ment.  

In this issue we reprint an 

article by Professor Alberto 

Pérez, who writes eloquently 

�D�E�R�X�W���'�D�O�H�¶�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V���� 

But this was also a year of 

accomplishments and continued 

successes for us. We introduced 

a mandatory upper-division 

course in Spanish, started a track 

in Spanish for health professions, 

created a study abroad program 

in Ecuador and implemented 

common final exams in the three 

introductory levels of Spanish, 

making us one of only two de-

partments in the University to 

have this type of assessment of 

�W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���� 

We also welcomed three 

new faculty members into our 

full time group: Yun Sil Jeon 

and Jennifer Karash-Eastman in 

Spanish, and Melissa Urso in 

Italian. They had an immediate 

impact on our programs as evi-

denced by student comments and  

increased enrollments. 

We introduced Mandarin 

relevance of the content.  

As I write this update, I think of 

how much these developments 

brought us together and focused us 

on our mission in spite of several 

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�J�H�G�L�H�V�����2�X�U���J�U�R�X�S�¶�V���G�H��
sire to help each other in difficult 

times with minimal disruption to 

students was visible this year in the 

department. This caring nature ex-

tends to our alumni and friends. As 

you read this newsletter and learn 

about our endeavors, I encourage 

you to stay in touch, send us your 

news, or renew your ties with a fac-

ulty that appreciates you as much as 

they care for each other. 


