Definition of the Honors Thesis

The honors thesis is the Honors Program’s capstone experience. It allows
students to explore academic areas of their most passionate interests, engage in
the process of discovery, and contribute in their areas of interest and expertise.

An honors thesis involves substantially more work that than a term paper. It will
probably be the largest single project you will undertake as an undergraduate.
The completion of such a project the research, experimentation, or design of a
product can focus your interests, provide perspective in a chosen major, develop
basic scholarly skills, foster creativity and independent effort, and bring the
educational experiences together in a way that other academic projects do

not. In addition to independent work, the project also involves close associations
between the student and the faculty members, particularly with the professor
supervising the research work. Such sustained interaction contributes greatly to
the quality of the experience.

The Honors Program also encourages student writers and artists to develop
honors thesis projects. Proposals for creative arts and performance projects will
naturally be somewhat different from proposals in scholarly and scientific fields.

Format for Honors Theses by Discipline or Area:

Honors theses come in a variety of formats but all include a formal written
component and formal oral presentation.

* Research paper - This is an academic paper in which the student investigates a
specific theory, axiom or thesis in their field by using reliable methods to analyze
firsthand data from experiments and surveys. It may include laboratory or
fieldwork and/or research including human subjects (with the guidance of an
adviser trained in human subjects research and formal approval of the research
project). (roughly 1525 pages)

» Scholarly paper — A paper that uses original and secondary published sources
to formulate a thesis question and make a creative and sound contribution to the
literature. The paper may be a review and synthesis of the literature or a paper
with an original thesis. (roughly 2535 pages)

* Business Plan — The student conceptualizes a business, including a plan for
marketing, finance, and implementation. Students interested in entrepreneurship
often choose this format. (roughly 20 pages)

» Pedagogy - Students create an instructional “unit” which includes 1) an
overview of the intended audience, specific topics, and essential questions that
help frame the learning you expect to deliver; 2) daily lesson plans (including
objectives, materials, instructional methods, and assessments); and 3) a formal



reflection. The formal reflection will answer the questions what you learned by
organizing and perhaps teaching this unit, what questions remain you are
uncertain about in this design, and any adaptations/extensions you may need to
consider for its implementation. (roughly 20 pages)

» Performance (primarily for Theater and Music majors) - presentation

or display of a student’s creative artistry (e.g., dance, music, and vocal recitals;
art, film, theatrical performance). This option will include an additional formal
reflection paper (roughly 1215 pages)

* Portfolio (primarily for Fine Arts majors) — A visual compilation or display of a
student’s artistry. This option will include an additional formal reflection paper.
(roughly 1215 pages)

ORAL COMPONENT: The presentation is approximately fifteen to twenty
minutes in duration and followed by a question and answer session with the
committee and or audience. The formal oral presentation should draw upon the
informative and persuasive speaking skills you have developed in the Honors
seminars. You will need to pay particular attention to:

* writing, reviewing, and revising a complete sentence outline of your
presentation;

« developing a much shorter “bare bones” outline for the actual extemporaneous
presentation;

* introducing the presentation in a way that captures audience attention and
interest, and previews the main points;

+ developing a main body that presents key points (ideas) and perspectives,
analysis, arguments, and results;

+ focusing on a delivery that is well organized and clearly presented;

+ ending with a summary and conclusion; and

* using PowerPoint is acceptable so long as the presentation is

formal, extemporaneous, and follows the presentation guidelines.

CHOOSING A STYLE MANUAL

The Thesis Director is primarily responsible for guiding a student's research and
writing. Therefore, most questions of style and formatting will be addressed to the
Director. In addition, the student is required to use a style manual that is
appropriate to the discipline of his or her thesis (e.g., The Publication Manual of
the American Psychological Association, The MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers, A Short Guide to Writing About Biology, etc.). However, some
disciplines follow no particular style manual; in such cases, the Honors College
recommends that students acquire Kate L.

Turabian's book, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and
Dissertations. Turabian's manual is easy to follow and applies to most disciplines.



Some disciplines, such as those in the natural sciences, require authors to write
for the particular scholarly journal in which they plan to have their work published.
In these cases, Thesis Directors may prefer to require students pursuing the
senior thesis to follow the guidelines for publication as stated in the appropriate

journal.



