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Course Description:  In today’s complicated world of globalization and conflict, world politics can be confusing, and even seem overwhelming.  This course will give the student a brief introduction to the regions of conflict and cooperation, as well as the cases and theories that surround them.  The goal of the course is to open the world to your eyes and impassion you to be an active, and informed, global citizen.  Although there seems to be more conflict and uncertainty in the global system than ever before, there is also more knowledge, technology, and communication than ever before at an even greater pace.  Therefore, we will analyze these problems and issues through lively debate and propose critical solutions to them.  I look forward to a lively semester of discussion and debate.  

Core Curriculum:  This course meets the Social Science requirement of the core curriculum in the Coastal Carolina University Catalog (pp. 104), and satisfies the goal of “Knowledge of the Structure and Development of Other Countries of the World” (pp. 101).  This class will also fulfill other goal areas, such as, “an ability to communicate effectively, an ability to locate and process information, an ability to reason analytically and abstractly, and knowledge of the foundations of thought and human expression” (pp.100, university catalog).  While the content area is fascinating within the course, the assignments will challenge your mind to stretch beyond its comfortable confines to critically analyze the global environment in which we live.
Student Responsibilities: In addition to completing all reading assignments prior to the class date, I ask that all students stay abreast of international news.  As global citizens, it truly is our duty to be aware of changing world patterns.  With the vast array of information through new technology, it is easier than ever to stay informed and current.  I suggest reading the New York Times and Washington Post, which may be accessed for free on the Internet.  Moreover, there are free international journals easily accessed on the Internet, such as The Globalist, World Politics and Foreign Affairs.  While driving in your car, you can also listen to National Public Radio, which is broadcast on 90.1 and 89.3 on your FM dial.  They broadcast the latest international news from 5:00am - 9:00am and again from 3:00pm - 6:00pm.  I highly recommend their “World News” program at 3:00pm.  I also highly recommend browsing through our library journals, either in person, or on-line.  I suggest the Infotrac, PAIS, WorldCat, and Jstorarchives from the on-line databases for your research.

*Note upfront:  We will be using as much technology as possible.  If you are not familiar with WebCT, please let me know and we can review this.  Also, there is a help desk located at the Conway campus, but you can find information and telephone numbers for help at www.coastal.edu/webct.   

Class Assignments: Students are required to purchase the three required books for this course.  They are listed below. I will assume that you have critically read the materials for the class date.   
	Percentage of Total Grade
	Components

	100%


	Exam 1   20%

Exam 2   20%

Exam 3 (Final)  20%

Discussion Board Comments  10%

The Globalist Reading  Review 10%

In class debate 20%



	Grading Scale:

	A = 90-100

	B+ = 85-89

	B = 80-84

	C+ = 75-79

	C = 70-74

	D+ = 65-69

	D = 60-64

	F = 59 and below


Component Explanation:

· We will dedicate Fridays to debate the topics of the week.  Each week 2 groups will debate in front of the class.  However, everyone is to read the debate chapters in the Taking Sides book and write a paragraph length commentary about your thoughts on the topic in the discussion board section of WebCT.  These will be due by 7 pm each Friday.  No late entries will be accepted.  Guidelines for these commentaries and the debate are under the Assignments Icon. 
· Two exams during the semester will be given.  They will concentrate on both the notes and reading material.  This assumes that you will have read the materials because not all reading will be reviewed in the notes.   
· The final exam will be the third evaluation of the semester. 
· Objectives are listed for each class discussion.  I ask that you ponder these questions prior to class so that we may discuss them in depth on-line.   
THE GLOBALIST PROJECT: In the spring of 2006, Politics 101 will participate in an exciting if experimental project to keep us all current with international affairs through greater use of a specialized internet site.  THE GLOBALIST is an on-line weekly news website created and produced by a group of international affairs specialists in Washington, D.C. By special arrangement with THE GLOBALIST, we will be receiving (via internet) three weekly documents: a “Country of the Week” fact sheet, an “Issue of the Week” fact sheet, and a “Facts of the Week” news update.  To keep us all on our global toes, there is also a daily “just for fun” news quiz provided.  All of this will come to us via our individual http://my.coastal.edu site.  There will also be WebCT weekly news quizzes, which will be 10% of your final grade.  A significant number of the WebCT weekly news quiz questions will re-appear on the three quizzes and the final examination
** I have structured this course in a way that promotes creative and critical thinking.  I have designed multiple methods of assessment and performance to allow students to learn in their own styles.  I encourage you to delve into the semester and enjoy it! 

Late Policy: All assignments are expected on the due date.  No late assignments will be accepted without instructor permission for extenuating circumstances.  Please contact me immediately if you have any concerns or problems.  Nothing late will be accepted after April 28, 2006.

Attendance: Coastal Carolina University policy dictates that students must attend 75% of their classes to receive a passing grade.  

** The instructor reserves the right to make any changes that are necessary to complete the basic material of this course.

Required Readings:

1. Collin, Richard (2005).  The Whole Earth.  New York:  Pearson Longman Publishers. (Highlighted as such in the syllabus)

2. Rourke, John T. (2004).  Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in 
World Politics, 12th Edition.McGraw-Hill/DushkinPublishing Company.

(Used for discussion board commentaries, highlighted in green)
3. Stiles, KendallW. (2004). Case Histories in International Politics, 4th Edition.

Pearson Longman Publishers. (denoted in italics in the syllabus)


Class Schedule 

	Date
	Assignment

	Wed, Jan.  11
	Introduction and Evolution of World Politics 

Introduction and Using WebCT 
Setting expectations for performance

	Fri, Jan. 13
	Introduction 

Collin ch. 1

	Mon, Jan. 16 
	MLK, Jr. Holiday

	Wed, Jan. 18
	Collin ch. 2

	Fri, Jan. 20
	Discussion Board Discussion of article, “Why do they hate us? Article found under Course Content in WebCT
Objective:  Do you agree with the author?  Why or why not?

	Mon, Jan. 23
	Sovereignty and the Nation State

 Collin ch. 3
Objective: What is a state, nation, and nation state?  

	Wed, Jan. 25
	System Level of Analysis and Balance Of Power Theories, Stiles, ch.3   

Objective:  What is today’s “balance of power” formation?

	Fri, Jan. 27
	Discussion Board Read Walden Bello article under Course Content in WebCT and comment in discussion

Objective: How do you envision power in the international system?

	Mon, Jan. 30
	State Level Analysis Collin ch. 5

	Wed, Feb. 1
	Conflict and Individual Level of Analysis:  Comparing Vietnam and Iraq

Collin ch. 8sections 1-3

	Fri, Feb 3
	Collin ch. 8sections 4-6

	Mon, Feb. 6
	Stiles, ch. 6

Objective: What are the similarities and differences between the Vietnam conflict and the Iraq conflict?

	Wed Feb. 8 
	APSA Seattle Conference TEST 1 on-line

	Fri, Feb. 10 
	APSA Seattle Conference  Discussion Board Debate:  Taking Sides, Issue 10

	Sun, Feb. 12
	Darwin’s Birthday Party: A Community Forum

3:00–5:00 p.m. Wall Auditorium.  Extra Credit Event

	Mon, Feb. 13
	Collective Security and Collective Goods
Collin ch. 4 Section 3: The United Nations

	Wed, Feb. 15
	Collin ch. 13

	Thurs & Fri, 
Feb. 16 – 17 
	Celebration of Inquiry – 10:00- 11:15 a.m. Changing Iraq, Changing Ourselves, Celebration of Inquiry Iraq Session in EHFA 256.

	Mon, Feb. 20
	The Environment 

Collin ch.13contd.

	Wed, Feb. 22
	Stiles ch. 9 Kyoto Protocol  

Objective:  What, if anything, should the US do with regard to climate change?

	Fri, Feb. 24
	Discussion Board Debate :Reforming the UN and the US Role in the UN, articles for reading under Course content  + Taking Sides Issue 17

	Mon, Feb. 27
	Tying it together:  The Environment, the UN, and thoughts on the Celebration of Inquiry

	Wed, Mar 1
	International Law 

Collin ch. 4 Section 2

	Fri, Mar 3
	Discussion Board Debate:  Taking Sides, Issue 18

	Mon, Mar 6
	Stiles, ch.10
Objective: Can international law create a more peaceful world?

	Wed, Mar 8
	Diplomacy

Collin ch. 4, Section 1, ch. 10 Section 2

	Fri, Mar 10
	Stiles, ch. 15 

Objective:  Can you compare diplomatic efforts of other heads of state during different time periods?

	Mar 13 -17 
	Spring Break

	Mon, Mar 20 
	ISA Conference, San Diego, CA Study for Test 2

	Wed, Mar 22 
	ISA Conference, San Diego, CA  TEST 2 on-line

	Fri, Mar 24 
	ISA Conference, San Diego, CA  Discussion Board Debate:  Taking Sides, Issue 14

	Mon, Mar 27 
	Discussion Board Debate:  Taking Sides, Issue 8

	Wed, Mar 29
	 Ideology and Conflict

Collin ch.9sections 1-2
Objective: What is the future of global terrorism post Sept. 11th?

	Fri, Mar 31
	Discussion Board Debate:  Taking Sides, Issue 4

	Mon, Apr 3
	Collin ch. 9 sections 3-5

	Wed, Apr 5
	Europe Uniting

Collin ch. 4 Section 4

	Fri, Apr 7
	Discussion Board Debate:  Taking Sides, Issue 5

	Mon, Apr 10
	 Nationalist and Ethnic Conflict 
Collin ch. 10 sections 1 & 5

	Wed, Apr 12
	Discussion Board Debate:  Taking Sides, Issue 16

Apartheid in South Africa, Stiles ch. 11 

Objective:  Can you think of other cases of severe racial and ethnic discrimination and compare it to this case?

	Fri, Apr 14
	Student Holiday

	Mon, Apr 17
	Economic Development, World Debt. and Foreign Aid

Collin ch. 11Sections 1 & 2

	Wed, Apr 19
	Trade and Globalization

Collin ch. 11 Sections 3 & 4
Objective: How should the world handle the 3rd world debt crisis?

	Fri, Apr 21
	Discussion Board Debate:  Taking Sides, Issue 13

	Mon, Apr 24
	Free Trade and the World Trade Organization, copies

Under Course Content of WebCT 

	Wed, Apr 26
	International Non-governmental organizations, Stiles ch. 19

	Fri, Apr 28
	Discussion Board Debate: Taking Sides, Issue 1

	May 1-5 
	Final Exams Week TEST 3 on-line


