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EHFA 250
843-349-2966






Office: EHFA 217
Office hours: MW 10:00-11:30, 3:00-4:00, F 10:00-11:30 

or by appointment

Course Description: Each of us is both a citizen of our own country, and a citizen of the world.  Therefore, we have a responsibility to obtain a basic understanding of global affairs.  This course delves further into the various themes of the study of International Relations and its applications to today’s global society.  Understanding international events today requires us to know history, economics, sociology, ecology, culture, and of course, political science.  This course will assume a basic understanding of international politics, as taught in the introductory World Politics course.  Based on this prior experience, we will examine major theoretical approaches to analyzing conflict, cooperation, and interdependence in world affairs, paying special attention to the concepts that form the building blocks of the discipline. 

Student Responsibilities: In addition to completing all reading assignments prior to the class date, I ask that all students stay abreast of international news.  As global citizens, it truly is our duty to be aware of changing world patterns.  With the vast array of information through new technology, it is easier than ever to stay informed and current.  I suggest reading the New York Times and Washington Post, which may be accessed for free on the Internet.  The Globalist, an on-line news magazine is another excellent source of information.  Please read this on our CCU portal my.coastal.edu each week.  Moreover, there are free international journals easily accessed on the Internet, such as World Politics and Foreign Affairs.  While driving in your car or on the internet (or via podcast), you can listen to National Public Radio, which is broadcast on 90.1 and 89.3 on your FM dial.  They broadcast the latest international news from 5:00am - 8:00am and again from 3:00pm - 6:00pm.  I highly recommend”The World” program at 3:00pm.  

Late Policy: All assignments are expected on the due date in the beginning of class.  I will not accept late assignments.  Please plan accordingly; turn them in early if you have a scheduling conflict, and consider them due today.  Nothing will be received after April 26, 2005.
Attendance and Missed Assignments: College policy dictates that students must attend 75% of their classes to receive a passing grade.  If you miss a quiz in class, it is a 0.  I will excuse 2 missed quizzes.  If you have an illness or other emergency, it is your responsibility to notify the professor.  No assignments will be excused for incidents about which you had prior knowledge.  
Course Requirements:




Grading Scale:

Quizzes



20


A = 90-100

Critical Analysis


20


B+ = 85-89

Article Presentation/Lead Discussant
10


B = 80-84

Midterm Simulation


20


C+ = 75-79

Final Exam



20


C = 70-74

Discussion Board


10


D+ = 65-69

Total




100


D = 60-64









F = 59 and below 

Explanation:

The quizzes will be distributed randomly throughout the semester without warning and will be based on the readings.  If a student misses a quiz, s/he will not have the opportunity to make it up.  

The critical analysis will be a 3-5 page critical review of any article in the Foreign Affairs book.  At least 3 outside sources to support your argument or give examples will be necessary.  These sources must be from academic journals or reputable news media sources, i.e., The National Enquirer would not suffice.  Your analysis will be due on the day of the presentation to class.

The article presentation is a brief presentation (no more than 5 minutes) of one of the Foreign Affairs articles for the class readings and how it relates to our world today.  You will also be our lead discussant/expert for the day in class on these articles.
The mid-term exam will be in the form of an international simulation of a “real-world” global issue.  

Participation in this class will be critical, as we will be discussing controversial policy issues.  I expect that all students come prepared, having already read the materials, and ready for a lively discussion.  The discussion board will be the graded aspect of your overall participation.  You will be required to critically analyze various readings throughout the semester on the discussion board.

Lastly, the final exam will be cumulative and taken in class.

Required Readings: 

America and the World:  The New Shape of World Politics (2002). New York:  W.W. Norton and Co. Publishers.
Mingst, Karen. Essentials of International Relations, 3rd Edition. (2004). New York:  W.W. Norton and Co. Publishers.

The Globalist – accessed weekly from our CCU portal my.coastal.edu; quiz materials and discussion board commentaries will be derived from this source as well as the others.
Course Schedule(
Wed, Jan.  11
Mingst ch. 1

Mon, Jan. 16 
MLK, Jr. Holiday

Wed, Jan. 18
Mingst ch. 2 pp. 18-34

Mon, Jan. 23
Mingst ch. 2 pp. 34-53

Wed, Jan. 25
FA Fukuyama

Mon, Jan. 30
FA Huntington “No Exit…”

Wed, Feb. 1
Mingst ch. 3

Mon, Feb. 6
Readings on Radical Perspectives – under course materials in webct

Wed, Feb. 8 
APSA Seattle Conference – discussion board posting on perspectives

Sun, Feb. 12
EXTRA CREDIT: Darwin’s B-day Party – Wall Auditorium Time TBA

Mon, Feb. 13
Mingst ch. 4 

Wed, Feb. 15
FA Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations”

Thurs, Feb. 16
 EXTRA CREDIT: Celebration of Inquiry – class redirected to the conference – please attend the panel on the Iraq War by Dr. Collin, et al. EHFA 256 10-11:15am
Mon, Feb. 20
FA Ajami and discuss the Celebration of Inquiry panel
Wed Feb. 22
Mingst ch. 5 through pp. 119

Mon, Feb. 27
Mingst ch. 5 through pp. 133

Wed, Mar 1
FA Kaplan and FA Ikenberry, “The Myth of the ….”

Mon, Mar 6
FA Kupchan and FA Kagan

Wed, Mar 8
Midterm
Mar 13 and 15 – Spring Break
Mon, Mar 20
ISA Conference San Diego, CA Mingst ch. 6; FA Boroumand and Boroumand, and FA Walt – discussion board
Wed, Mar 22 
ISA Conference, San Diego, CA – read FA Betts – discussion board
** also find an international nongovernmental organization (INGO) that interests you on the Internet and be able to talk about it in depth in class.
Mon, Mar 27
Mingst ch. 7 through pp. 184 – discuss INGO’s
Wed, Mar 29
Mingst ch. 7 though pp. 194
Mon, Apr 3
Readings on Int Law and INGOs
Wed, Apr 5
Mingst ch. 8
Mon, Apr 10
FA Brooks and Wohlforth and FA Zakaria
Wed, Apr 12
Mingst ch. 9
Mon, Apr 17
Mingst ch. 9 and Readings on IMF/WB

Wed, Apr 19
Readings on WTO
Mon, Apr 24
Mingst ch. 10
Wed, Apr 26
FA Rodrik and FA Dollar and Kraay
May 1-5 
Final Exams Week FA Bush and FA Ikenberry, “America’s Imperial Ambition”
( The instructor reserves the right to make any changes that are necessary to complete the basic material of this course





