POLI 316 Comparative Politics

EHFA 168, M/W 1:30-2:45pm

Pamela L. Martin, Ph.D.

Office: EHFA 217





Tel: 843-349-2966
plmartin@coastal.edu





Office hours:
Course Web page:





M/W 10:30-12:00, 3-4pm

www.coastal.edu/webct




F 10:30-12:00, or by appt.

Consider these events…
· United Kingdom:  In 1997, the Labour Party returned to power after 18 years of Conservative Party rule.
· Japan:  After decades of “miraculous” economic prosperity, Japan has entered its most severe economic crisis since the post-WWII period.
· Russia:  In 1991, after 74 years as leader of a Marxist-Leninist world superpower, Russia was “re-born” as a new democracy.  It was soon wracked by economic catastrophe, political instability, and recent scandals over oil conglomerate, Yukos, and other multinational enterprise/state relations.
· China:  China continues to liberalize its economy, but it shows no signs of liberalizing its political system.  Can China’s mixture of state-directed capitalism and authoritarianism persist?
· Mexico:  For decades, the sitting president has handpicked his successor and the government party (the PRI) held power from 1997-2000.  In July 2000, an opposition candidate, Vicente Fox, unseated the governing party.   Is Mexico really democratizing?
· South Africa:  In 1994, South Africans elected as their president, Nelson Mandela, a man who spent 27 years in jail for opposing the racist authoritarian regime know as “apartheid.”  How has it evolved only 10 years later?
Course Purpose:  Comparative Politics is a more in-depth survey of the study of comparative ideologies, institutions, and political systems.  It examines the world’s different political systems by contrasting and comparing aspects of them, and by seeking generalizations about them.  This is a large task for one single course.  Therefore, we will consider this a beginning on a life-long journey of comparative analysis of governments, peoples, and institutions.  Students who successfully complete this course, will have the tools necessary for analyzing a plethora of political institutions and systems, and will better be able to apply comparative methodologies to international news and events.  Given the crisis of terrorism and state development that we face today in the world, comparative politics can be studied to better understand pathways to peace for our future.

BEWARE:  I believe that knowledge of the basic facts and basic history is as important as your ability to analyze and argue.  If you are accustomed to attending a lecture class where you can sit back and relax, I suggest that you take a different course.  I will regularly lead discussions based on course readings and will ask students for commentary on such readings.  A number of small group and simulation exercises will take place in class, in addition to possible film showings.  All students are responsible for their attendance and their own note taking.  All activities are crucial to the class and to your performance in it.  If you have other obligations that will prevent you from attending class more than twice this semester, I suggest that you consider taking another course that works better for your schedule.   


· I plan on a dynamic, debate-filled semester.  I look forward to great camaraderie and excellent discussions!
Required Readings:  I do not believe in assigning reading that I do not expect students to read.  Therefore, every page of reading has been carefully reviewed for its importance to the course.  It is expected that these readings will be completed in their entirety prior to each class session.  

O’Neil, Patrick, Essentials of Comparative Politics. W.W. Norton, 2004.  This is the main 

text for the course.

O’Neil, Patrick, Karl Fields, and Don Share.  Cases in Comparative Politics. W.W. 

Norton, 2004.   These cases can be found on-line and should be purchased with your textbook.  You should receive a code to access these cases.  

Grading Components




Grading Scale:

Exam 1



15%


A = 90-100

Exam 2



15%


B+ = 85-89

Final Exam Project 


15%


B = 80-84

Final Exam Publication

15%


C+ = 75-79

Daily Reading Reviews

20%


C = 70-74

Current Events Team Presentation
15%


D+ = 65-69

Reflective Exit Essay


5%


D = 60-64

Total 
=



100%


F = 59 and below

Component Description:

· Two Exams:
No make-ups are possible without 48 hour prior notice and a medical excuse.  

· Final Exam Project:
This project will challenge you to virtually travel to a country of your choice in Latin America and explain your insights about the politics, customs, culture, conflicts, and national issues to 7th grade students in Horry County schools as part of Coastal Carolina University’s commitment to civic engagement.  After reviewing the countries of study throughout the semester and their political systems, you will have a unique perspective to share with these students.  Your job will be to excite them about international study and travel, and broaden their horizons to the countries located just below us.  We will review this project in class in greater detail.

· Final Exam Publication:
This manuscript, like the project, will be written in groups.  It should be your insights on your particular country of study with the appropriate level directed toward middle school students.  These publications will be printed and donated to the Horry County Schools middle school teachers and students.  We will review this project in class in greater detail.

· Daily Reading Reviews:
You should expect a 5-10 minute graded review of the day’s readings at the start of almost every class.  I reserve the right to cancel a review without prior warning, and will do so periodically.  You may use YOUR notes from the readings, but you may not use the texts/assigned readings.  These reviews are meant to not only ensure that you have read for class and are prepared to DISCUSS critically the issues of the day, but to also challenge you to elevate your reading comprehension to higher levels.  All students may drop their two lowest scores.  This also means that if you miss two reviews, those are the two that will be dropped.  No make-up or late reviews will be given.
· Current Event Team Presentations:
Every student will participate in a current events presentation team.  We will review this activity in greater detail in class.

· Reflective Exit Essay:
This essay will be distributed during the last week of class and is meant to give you time to analyze the semester and what you have and have not learned, and/or would still like to learn.  Learning is a reflective process and I would like to create such reflective time within our semester to evaluate our growth and areas of needed improvement.

** The instructor reserves the right to alter/change any part of this syllabus in order to improve student learning or to adapt to unforeseen schedule constraints.

Class Schedule
	Date
	Reading /Activity/Evaluation
	Assignment Due 

	Aug. 18, Wed.


	PART I: TERMS AND PROCEDURES

Intro and Course Overview
	

	Aug. 23, Mon.


	The Nature of the State and the Basis of Authority
O’Neil ch. 2
	Choose a date on which you and your team will present your current events topic.

	Aug. 25, Wed.


	Ideologies: An Overview of the Spectrum
O’Neil, ch. 3
	

	Aug. 30, Mon
	Political Economy:  How the State and the Economy Interact
O’Neil ch. 4
	

	Sept. 1, Wed.


	PART 2: DEMOCRATIC REGIMES AND LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC IDEOLOGY: UK AND JAPAN
O’Neil, ch. 6 p. 147-155

	PUZZLE:  Why did the UK Decline economically after winning WWII, while defeated Japan went on to be an economic powerhouse?  Are these 2 countries now trading places?  If so, why?

	Sept. 6, Mon.

	CCU Vacation – no class
	

	Sept. 8, Wed.


	The UK and Japan: Historical Legacies
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, read UK and Japan cases (entitled “Introduction,” “The State,” and “Society”)
	

	Sept. 13, Mon.


	Democratic Institutions
O’Neil ch. 6, p. 163-175
	

	Sept.15, Wed.


	Electoral Systems in Democracies: How they Work and Why they Matter
O’Neil ch. 6, p. 156-163
	

	Sept. 20, Mon. 


	The Political Regimes of the UK and Japan
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, UK and Japan cases (section on “Regimes”)
	

	Sept. 22, Wed. – 


	Int. Ed. Summit -  no class
	

	Sept. 27, Mon.


	The Political Economy of Japan and the UK
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, UK and Japan cases (sections on “Political Economy”)
	

	Sept. 29, Wed.


	Political Issues and Political Change in the UK and Japan
O’Neil Ch. 7

O’Neil, Fields, and Share, UK and Japan cases (sections on UK/Japan and the World, and final sections on “National Issues”)
	

	Oct. 4, Mon.


	First Exam
	

	Oct. 6, Wed.


	PART III: COMMUNISM IN THE USSR AND CHINA, AND POST-COMMUNISM IN RUSSIA
Socialist and Marxist Ideology: the Basics
O’Neil, ch. 8
	PUZZLE:  Why did communism in the Soviet Union collapse while in China it has been able to reform and survive?  Has China managed to avoid the problems that the Soviet Union faced and that Russia now faces, or has it simply postponed them?

	Oct. 11, Mon.


	Leninism, Stalinism, and the Soviet Union
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, Russia case (“Intro,” State”, and “Society” sections)
	

	Oct. 13, Wed.


	Comparing China and Soviet Communism
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, China Case (Sections on “Introduction,” State,” and “Society”)
	

	
	
	

	Oct. 18, Mon.


	The Collapse of the USSR and the Political Economy of Russia
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, Russia Case (Sections on “Political Economy,” The Regime”, “Russia and the World,” and “National Issues”)
	

	Oct.  20, Wed.

	China: Economic Reform without Political Reform?
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, China case (Sections on “Regime,” “China and the World,” and “National Issues”)
	

	Oct. 25, Mon.


	Communism in China, and Communism in the World: In Transition Toward?
Articles in WebCT Course Content Section
	

	Oct. 27, Wed.


	Exam Two
	

	Nov. 1, Mon. 


	PART FOUR: AUTHORITARIANISM AND DEMOCRATIZATION IN SOUTH AFRICA AND MEXICO
Ideologies and Issues in the Developing World
O’Neil ch. 9

	PUZZLE:  Why did long-standing forms of authoritarianism peacefully surrender power in South Africa and Mexico?  Does the manner of transition in each case have any long-term implications for successful consolidation of democracy in the present?

	Nov. 3, Wed. 


	Authoritarian Legacies in South Africa and Mexico
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, South Africa and Mexico cases (sections on “Intro”, “The State,” and “Society”)

O’Neil ch. 5
	

	Nov. 8, Mon.


	South Africa’s Transition to Democracy

O’Neil, Fields, and Share, South Africa case (sections on “Regime”, “South Africa and the World,” and “National Issues”)
	

	Nov. 10, Wed. 


	Mexico: Democratization or More of the Same?
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, Mexico case (Sections on “Regime,” Mexico and the World,” and “National Issues”)
	

	Nov. 15, Mon.


	The Political Economy of South Africa and Mexico
O’Neil, Fields, and Share, South Africa and Mexico cases (Sections on “Political Economy”)
	

	Nov. 17, Wed. 


	The Future of South Africa

O’Neil, Fields, and Share, South Africa case (sections on “South Africa and the World” and “National Issues”)
Videoconference with the UN at 12:30 in EHFA 255   

Keynote Speaker 6-8pm EHFA Recital Hall for International Conference
	

	Nov. 18, Thurs. 


	Speakers on Study Abroad programs for International Conference
	

	Nov. 22-26 
	Thanksgiving Holiday for CCU – no class
	

	Nov. 29, Mon.


	PART FIVE: SOME CONCLUSIONS
Globalization: Should we Fear it of Favor it, or Both?

O’Neil, Ch. 10

Readings on Webct under Course Content
	

	Dec. 1, Wed.


	Final Exam Project and Manuscript for Publication
ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY!!!
	We will travel to a/various Middle School(s) for your presentation

	Dec. 6, Final Exam Week 


	Final Exam Project and Manuscript for Publication
	


