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FRESHMAN MANDATORY HOUSING/MEAL PLAN REQUIREMENT 

At Coastal Carolina University, we believe on-campus living provides a community for students, and 

nurtures and cultivates connections to peers and to the institution. Studies have shown that students 

who live in residence halls are more likely to complete their degrees as compared to those who live 

outside of the university housing. Students will benefit from the cultural experiences, civic engagement, 

and internship opportunities that Coastal has to offer. Living on-campus is a significant aspect of the 

Coastal Carolina University educational experience. Recent studies reveal that students who start their 

college career by living on campus are more likely to:  

¶ Still be in school after 2 years  

¶ Know personally and spend time outside of class with faculty members  

¶ Graduate in 4 years  

¶ Receive more academic and emotional support from other students  

¶ Get involved in student organizations  

¶ Have a higher grade point average  

¶ Use campus resources (library, labs, faculty, and staff)  

¶ Take more credit hours  

¶ Express greater satisfaction with the undergraduate educational experience  

Because of the greater likelihood of student academic and personal success, CCU has a freshman on-

campus housing requirement. All first year students are required to reside in University housing and to 

purchase a meal plan during their freshman year, which includes the Fall and Spring semesters.  

CRITERIA FOR EXEMPTION FROM HOUSING CONTRACT/MEAL PLAN REQUIREMENT 

Please review the following conditions for release and select the one for which represents your 

circumstances. You would qualify if you are:  

¶ 22 years of age or older  

¶ A veteran of military service  

¶ Graduated from high school at least one year prior to attending Coastal Carolina University 

¶ Commuting from the permanent home of parents, grandparents, or a brother or sister (if that 

residence is within a 50 mile radius of the campus). Permanent residency must be established 

for at least one year prior to student enrollment at Coastal Carolina University.  

¶ Married and living with your spouse  

¶ A parent  

¶ A resident in University housing and this will impose significant hardships: financial, medical or 

otherwise  

¶ Assigned to University Place  



You must submit documentation to certify any of the above exceptions to this policy. Requests for 

exemption that are submitted without proper documentation will be returned to you. Registration for 

classes will be permitted only after you have signed up for the housing/meal plan or you have received 

an exemption of this requirement. If circumstances change after your exemption is approved, you must 

notify the Department of Residence Life in writing of the changes. The department will verify 

exemptions mid-year.  

Please contact the Office of Residence at 843-349-6400 if you have any questions about this policy. You 

may send your exemption request to:  

Office of Residence Life 
Coastal Carolina University 

P.O. Box 261954 
Conway, SC 29528-6054 

or 
Fax: 843-349-6425 

or 
Email: reslife@coastal.edu 


