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Stormwater OrdinanceStormwater Ordinance
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Key Stormwater Ordinance ElementsKey Stormwater Ordinance Elements

•• Applicability/ WaiversApplicability/ Waivers
•• Reference to a Technical ManualReference to a Technical Manual
•• Application RequirementsApplication Requirements
•• Plan ElementsPlan Elements
•• Inspection/ Maintenance RequirementsInspection/ Maintenance Requirements
•• Enforcement ProceduresEnforcement Procedures
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Who’s In? Who’s In? 

•• Activities, Such As:Activities, Such As:
-- Land DevelopmentLand Development
-- SubdivisionSubdivision

•• “Trigger” Size, Based on:“Trigger” Size, Based on:
-- Area of Disturbance (> 5,000 square feet)Area of Disturbance (> 5,000 square feet)
-- Impervious Cover (sf) (> 1,000 square feet)Impervious Cover (sf) (> 1,000 square feet)
-- Impervious Cover (%)Impervious Cover (%)



Center for Watershed Protection

Who’s Out?Who’s Out?

Often, Exempted Activities Include:Often, Exempted Activities Include:
•• AgricultureAgriculture
•• SilvicultureSilviculture
•• Others Based on Special AnalysesOthers Based on Special Analyses
•• FeeFee--InIn--Lieu ProvisionsLieu Provisions
•• Redevelopment Redevelopment –– Often Separate Often Separate 

Requirements or ProvisionsRequirements or Provisions
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Why Incorporate a Manual?Why Incorporate a Manual?

•• Difficult to Incorporate Detailed Technical Difficult to Incorporate Detailed Technical 
Information Into the OrdinanceInformation Into the Ordinance

•• “State of the Art” Changes Over Time“State of the Art” Changes Over Time
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Elements That Can Be ReferencedElements That Can Be Referenced

•• Specific Design FeaturesSpecific Design Features
•• Value of Some Design Storms (e.g., “Water Value of Some Design Storms (e.g., “Water 

Quality” or “Channel Protection” Storm Events)Quality” or “Channel Protection” Storm Events)
•• Specific Maintenance ActivitiesSpecific Maintenance Activities
•• Construction SpecificationsConstruction Specifications
•• Complete List of “Acceptable” PracticesComplete List of “Acceptable” Practices
•• Pollutant Removal RatesPollutant Removal Rates
•• Load Calculation Methodology (If Applicable)Load Calculation Methodology (If Applicable)
•• Specific Hydrologic Assumptions/ MethodologiesSpecific Hydrologic Assumptions/ Methodologies
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Design Elements That Should Design Elements That Should 
Be In the OrdinanceBe In the Ordinance

•• General Performance Goals (e.g., recharge, General Performance Goals (e.g., recharge, 
flood control, water quality)flood control, water quality)

•• Broad Design Features (e.g., pretreatment, Broad Design Features (e.g., pretreatment, 
conveyance)conveyance)

•• Some Design Storms (e.g., 2Some Design Storms (e.g., 2--year, 10year, 10--year)year)
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Procedural Elements Procedural Elements -- ApplicationApplication

•• Where Do I Send My Plan?Where Do I Send My Plan?
•• Who Has to Review It?Who Has to Review It?
•• Timelines for ApprovalTimelines for Approval
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Plan RequirementsPlan Requirements

Details Regarding:Details Regarding:
•• Features That Appear on the PlanFeatures That Appear on the Plan
•• ScaleScale
•• How Practices Should Be Incorporated into Concept and How Practices Should Be Incorporated into Concept and 

Final PlansFinal Plans

Submittal Checklists in the Ordinance Are HelpfulSubmittal Checklists in the Ordinance Are Helpful
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Inspection/ MaintenanceInspection/ Maintenance

Ordinance Should Specify:Ordinance Should Specify:
•• Who’s Responsible for MaintenanceWho’s Responsible for Maintenance
•• Who’s Responsible for InspectionWho’s Responsible for Inspection
•• Access for InspectionsAccess for Inspections
•• Frequency of InspectionsFrequency of Inspections
•• Funding Mechanism for MaintenanceFunding Mechanism for Maintenance
•• Useful Element:  Example Maintenance AgreementUseful Element:  Example Maintenance Agreement
•• Authority for Jurisdiction to Take Over MaintenanceAuthority for Jurisdiction to Take Over Maintenance
•• When the Jurisdiction Takes Over Maintenance, When the Jurisdiction Takes Over Maintenance, 

and Who Pays for Itand Who Pays for It
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Enforcement Enforcement 

•• When Enforcement Is TriggeredWhen Enforcement Is Triggered
•• Possible PenaltiesPossible Penalties

–– Stop Work OrdersStop Work Orders
–– Civil PenaltiesCivil Penalties
–– Criminal PenaltiesCriminal Penalties
–– Property LiensProperty Liens

•• Agency That Administers Enforcement Agency That Administers Enforcement 
ActionsActions
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Some Useful Sources Some Useful Sources -- WebWeb

•• www.municode.comwww.municode.com ––
Example CodesExample Codes

•• Local Ordinances: A User's Guide Local Ordinances: A User's Guide 
Terrene Institute, 1995 (Terrene Institute, 1995 (www.terrene.orgwww.terrene.org))

•• EPA: EPA: www.epa.gov/nps/ordinance/postcons.htmwww.epa.gov/nps/ordinance/postcons.htm



www.stormwatercenter.netwww.stormwatercenter.net

Manual BuilderManual Builder

Model Ordinances Model Ordinances 

Slide ShowsSlide Shows

Models & ProtocolsModels & Protocols

Fact SheetsFact Sheets

Library DatabaseLibrary Database


