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Hurricane Florence
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Florence Flooding on the Waccamaw Timeline

• September 1st: Florence forms in the Atlantic

• September 4th: Florence is officially a Hurricane

• September 11th: Evacuation ordered for all zones along the coast

• September 14th: Florence makes landfall as a Category 1 Hurricane

• September 18th: Waccamaw River crests at 15.57 ft at Conway

• September 19th: Florence finally dissipates  

• September 26th: Waccamaw River crests at 21.16 ft at Conway

• October 30th: Waccamaw River returns to normal gage at Conway



Grainger Coal Ash Ponds
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Impacts of 

Coal Ash



Santee Cooper’s Response

• Pumping water from the Waccamaw into both ash ponds to reinforce dam walls

• Staging heavy equipment, sand and other materials in place for use as needed

• Heavy-lift helicopter on standby to move 1.5-ton sack of gravel if needed

• Installing a portable, water-inflated AquaDam around the entire 6,000-foot 
perimeter of Pond 2

• Adding a layer of 30-inch-high silt fencing around the Pond 2 dike perimeter

• Placing approximately 11,000 feet of floating environmental containment boom 

• Collecting baseline surface water and sediment samples and conducting daily 
upstream and downstream river and sediment sampling
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Waccamaw Riverkeeper Actions

• Monitoring by air, land, and river 

• Coordinating with Santee Cooper for monitoring and information

• Coordinating with Waterkeeper Alliance Rapid Response 

• Developing sampling plans

• Doing interviews by phone, camera, email, and text

• Using social media to deliver information to the public

• Coordinating volunteers 



September 22, 2018

River gage 18.5 ft

Pond 1

Pond 2



September 24th, 2018

River gage 21 ft



Grainger Sampling Plan 



In the News



September 26, 2018

River gage 21.16 ft
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Meanwhile, 

In North Carolina



Thank You! 


