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Faculty Senate 

 
November 3, 2021 
Meeting Minutes 

www.coastal.edu/facultysenate  
 

 
Note: The remarks of the senators and others are summarized and not verbatim. The recording 
of this meeting is available in the Faculty Senate Recorder’s office.

 
 
PRESENT: Subhajit Chakraborty, Matthew Gilbert, Robert Killins, Arlise McKinney, Leann 
Mischel, Jake Voegel, Hongxia Wang, Deborah Conner, Suzanne Horn, Drew Kurlowski, Sheena 
Kauppila, Corey Lee, Gillian Richards-Greaves, Lisa Winters, Frederick Wood, Jonathan Acuff, 
Jim Arendt, Aneilya Barnes, Steven Bleicher, Thomas Castillo, Jeffry Halverson, Steven 
Hamelman, Kyle Holody, Emma Howes, Yun Sil Jeon, Kristi McIntyre, John Navin, Shair Orisich, 
Jorge Perez, Jose Sanjines, Gary Schmidt, Kimberly Schumacher, Don Sloan, Miranda 
Brenneman, Brian Bunton, David Duncan, Wanda Dooley, Kelly Elliot, Menassie Ephrem, Diane 
Fribance, Paul Gayes, Justin Guilkey, Vladislav Guils, Jakob Lauver, Brian Lee, Amber 
McWilliams, Susan Montenery, Erin Rickard, Tally Wright, Sara Rich, Victoria DePalma, Ariana 
Baker, Sara Rich, Ariana Baker, Eric Resnis, Teresa Burns  
 
SUBSTITUTIONS: Xiangxiong Kong for Siming Guo, Terri Pettijohn for Kerry Schwanz, 
Zhixong Shen for Lauren Stefaniak,  
 
ABSENT: Andy Weinbach, James Everett, Dory Sibley, Crystal Cox, Justin Lovich, Erin Rickard, 
Daniel Williams 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The October 6, 2021 minutes were approved by unanimous 
consent.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA: The November 3, 2021 consent agenda was approved by unanimous 
consent.   
 
PRESIDENT, PROVOST AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:   
 
President Benson issued a written report due to his absence.  

President Benson's 
Nov. Report
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Provost Ennis: 
• A new college is in the process of being developed at the University. The tentative title is 

The College of Health and Human Performance.  
o July 1, 2022 is the planned date for the college to be operational.  
o Proposed disciplines that will move are Nursing, Public Health, Health 

Administration, Exercise and Sport Science, Recreation and Sports Management, 
and Sports Management (M.S.). 

• The College of Business and The College of Science are concurrently running their dean 
searches. Provost Ennis will report back when the searches are further along.  

• The indoor mask mandate will stay in place through the fall.  
 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Brian Bunton, Chair, reported the following:  

• Approval of undergraduate administrative actions 3-4 from the October 6, 2021 meeting. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
  
 A.  Jim Arendt from the Faculty Welfare Committee delivered a report on modifying the 

FSMD policy. A related motion is planned to be presented at the December Faculty Senate 
meeting. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A. Academic Affairs Committee  
 

1. Motion for changes to an undergraduate program: Music: Concentration in 
Teacher Preparation Precertification. The motion passed (49 in favor, 1 not in 
favor).  

 
2. Motion for academic program catalog year variability. The motion passed (49 in 

favor, 2 not in favor).  
 
3. Motion to update the Fall 2021 Instructional Guidance in response to the SGA Bill 

on COVID-19 Alternative Learning Modalities. The motion passed (37 in favor, 
10 not in favor). 

 
QUASI-COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:  
 
 A.  A discussion was had on the thoughts of keeping or doing away with August 

commencement. Two straw polls were voted upon:  
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 3 were in favor of keeping August commencement, 45 were fine with doing 
away with.  

 16 were in favor of students walking in May who would have graduated in 
August. 29 believed in limited circumstances this would be fine. 3 voted no. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lydia Deeck, Faculty Senate Recorder 
 
Approved by Brian Bunton, Faculty Senate Chair  





 TO:  Coastal Carolina University Faculty Senate 


FROM:  Michael Benson 


DATE:  November 2, 2021 


RE:  President’s Report   


Attendance at the fall meetings of the Sun Belt Conference prevents my joining you for this 
month’s meeting and for that I apologize. I’m pleased to submit this brief written report.  


Last week, we launched the Presidential Signature Series by welcoming Rabbi Shmuley Boteach 
to campus. The lecture was very well done and was recorded by our communications team. 
When the production is finalized, I will send out a link Rabbi Boteach’s lecture to campus. On 
November 4th, we will welcome President Freeman Hrabowski to present a lecture as a 
capstone to reading his excellent book, The Empowered University. I sincerely hope you will 
join us for this special event: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D_ZTCzZkx4 


Our CCU Board of Trustees had a series of very productive meetings on Thursday and I’m 
pleased to report that our mandatory mask mandate will remain in place for the remainder of 
the semester. The Board has asked we reconvene before December graduation to discuss our 
COVID numbers and possible plans for the Spring semester. We will keep you apprised of any 
new developments.  


Speaking of the Sun Belt, conference expansion at the Power Five level has impacted every area 
of Division I athletics. Our home league has been busy making itself even better and I had the 
pleasure of serving as one of four presidents on the Sun Belt’s membership committee as we 
worked through ever-changing situations and scenarios. I would argue that the outcome of our 
collective efforts has resulted in the best Group of 5 conference in America. Not only will the 
expansion of our conference lead to increased exposure for Coastal Carolina University, I fully 
expect the improved alignment to have a tremendously positive impact on student recruitment 
in new markets and increased philanthropic support.  


Last week, we added the following institutions: Southern Miss, Old Dominion, and Marshall. We 
expect news of James Madison joining the Sun Belt to come out without the next few days. This 
means the East Division of the Sun Belt will be a geographically tight cluster of peer institutions: 
Marshall, James Madison, Old Dominion, Appalachian State, Coastal Carolina, Georgia 
Southern, and Georgia State. Such a compact footprint will result in less time away from 
campus for our student athletes and reduced travel costs.  


Finally, I know that the agenda has an item for discussion calling for a reduction of our 
graduation ceremonies to the December and May commencements. I know Provost Ennis is 
prepared to hear your perspectives as we try and ensure this high-water mark for the academic 
year is improved even more for our graduates and their guests.  


Thank you for your continued service and I look forward to being with you next month.  



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D_ZTCzZkx4



