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OYSTERS:
MORE THAN JUST DELICIOUS 

SEAFOOD



What is Clemson Extension?



Water Resources



• Point source?

• Clean Water Act

– 1972

Where does water pollution come from?

Cuyahoga River Fire 

1969
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Water quality issues are critically tied to 
the health of oyster reefs

But first, let’s get some background on oysters



Eastern Oyster
Crassostrea virginica



How do oysters impact water quality?
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How does water quality impact oysters?



Why does it matter? (to the ecosystem)



Why does it matter? (to humans)



Why does it matter? (to humans)



How are we doing?



What can we do to help?



What can we do to help?



THANK YOU!

Questions?

Learn more at 

• clemson.edu/extension

• clemson.edu/waterresources


