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Plant’s pollution stirs suit
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Santee Cooper at odds with environmentalists g
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Santee Cooper coal plant discharges spark
federal lawsuit
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By SAMMY FRETWELL — stutwelmestato com

An environmental group made good Monday on s threat to sue Santee Cooper for years of .
n at the state-owned utilty's coal-fired power plant west of Myrtie Beach.

keeper says Santee Coopor and state

ore than a decade that arsenic was seeping from the

But the sult says the Departmen h vir
Environmental Protection Agency have falled to enforce px

& hoping this federal proceeding will help con
ce DHEC to require that 2 be re

June 2012

SELC files suit against Santee Cooper
on behalf of Waccamaw
RIVERKEEPER®, South Carolina
Coastal Conservation League and
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy for
violations of SC Pollution Control Act

September 2012

SELC files mandamus action on
behalf of Waccamaw RIVERKEEPER®
and Southern Alliance for Clean
Energy to force SCDHEC to issue a
new water pollution elimination
(NPDES) permit for Grainger

Settled June 2013 — draft NPDES
permit issued in August 2013

April 2013
SELC files Clean Water Act suit

against Santee Cooper on behalf of
Waccamaw RIVERKEEPER®

April 2013
Santee Cooper’s Proposed Closure

Plan released and public hearing held
by SCDHEC

October 2013
15" — Public Hearing in Conway
21st — Public comments due to DHEC
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Proposed Closure Plan from Santee Cooper released April 2013:

— Dewater/move ash from pond 2 to pond 1

— Vertical groundwater movement controlled by existing soil structure
— Horizontal groundwater movement controlled by new barrier around perimeter (“vault”)

— Cap on top to keep more water out of “cell”
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NEXT STORY > Another lawsuit filed over pollution at Conway's Grainger plant

Conway City Council unanimously opposes
Santee Cooper’s plan to leave coal ash at
Grainger

Published: May 6, 2013 Updated 12 hours ago
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By David Wren — dwren@thesunnews.com

CONWAY — The Conway City Council on Monday unanimously adopted a resolution opposing
any plan by state-owned utility Santee Cooper to leave coal ash and its residual pollution -
including groundwater contaminated with arsenic — at the site of the idled Grainger electric plant
adjacent to the Waccamaw River here.

“This is not an attack on Santee Cooper, but
this is toxic waste that needs to be removed
from our back yard," said City Councilman Tom
Anderson, who urged other council members
and the public to call the utility's board of
directors to voice opposition to any proposal
that would leave the coal ash In place. "We
don't need this here.”

Santee Cooper, which owns the Grainger plant,

has proposed combining two coal ash ponds

on the property into one pond and then

encasing the pollution within a cement-fortified

vault topped with a synthetic cap. The utility

says leaving the coal ash in place will cost

about $40 million — nearly half the estimated

$78 million it would cost to haul the coal ash to an off-site, lined landfill.

Widespread opposition to
Santee Cooper’s proposed
plan to leave coal ash in place

MyrtleBeachOnline.com

Next Story >
Surfside Beach doesn't muzzie barking at dog park

Eg%llv&:agaslla lfg{n%%?l pqgﬂtto be hauled away from

Published: April 23, 2013 Updated 6 hours ago

By Brad Dickerson — bdickerson@thesunnews com

CONWAY — There was an overriding theme among community members who spoke Tuesday night at a
meeting 1o discuss a proposed plan 1o enciose the coal ash ponds at the now-closed Grainger electric
piant

Haul the stuff away instead

They were not convinced by Santee Cooper, which wants 1o permanenily encase the coal ash ponds in a
cement-fortified vault capped with a synthetic liner that is designed to prevent contaminants, nclud ng

arsenic, from seeping Into nearby groundwater

More than 70 people tumed out for the nearly two-hour public comment meeting
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Thank you for your support



